Botany in Vice-County 55 (Leicestershire & Rutland)

Context

· VC55 is a lowland, agricultural area with the City of Leicester and surrounding suburbia in its centre.

· The flora is not rich. A total of 1010 native taxa, excluding Rubus, Hieracium and Taraxacum have been recorded. No National RDB species are currently known to be present and there are only 15 Nationally Scarce species.

· There are some good sites, especially ancient woodlands, mesotrophic grasslands and limestone quarries, although the intervening land is dreary. SSSIs cover only about 3% of the area. 

Floras

· The Flora of Leicestershire and Rutland (Horwood & Noel 1933) contains a wealth of information on the counties’ flora.

· The Flora of Rutland by Guy Messenger was published in 1971.

· The Flora of Leicestershire by Rev. A.L.Primavesi & Mrs P.A.Evans was published in 1988.

· An up-to-date annotated list of the VC55 flora is in preparation by the VC Recorder.

Records

· The VC Recorder maintains a computer database of currently 26,000 records on the Aditsite program, mainly consisting of records from the Atlas 2000 Project, new VC records, nationally and locally notable taxa, and some more detailed site lists. 

· Annual updates have been produced on Exel spreadsheets and are sent to the national BSBI Co-ordinator.

· Records from the Local Change survey in the mid 2000s were entered onto the MapMate program.

· The Leicestershire Environmental Records Centre holds the card index from the survey that lead to the publication of the 1988 flora (160,000 records). There are no plans to computerise these.

· The LERC also holds extensive site files containing many paper records, but resource problems prevent these from being digitised.

· LERC is, however, digitising some new records using the Recorder program.

· The VC Recorder holds the card index for the Flora of Rutland survey, amounting to 20,000 records.

· The Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust holds site files with many paper records that are currently being entered onto the Recorder computer database.

· The Rutland Natural History Society and Loughborough Naturalists’ Club both hold records on paper slips and in their newsletters/annual reports going back to 1965.

· Records are also held by the government agencies Natural England and the Environment Agency, as well as Charnwood Borough Council and Leicester City Council; none of these are thought to be on a database and only a proportion have been submitted to the BSBI Recorder or LERC.

Rare Plant Register

· A RPR is maintained by the VC Recorder and is used by the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust in its work.

Localities

· The BSBI Recorder maintains an annotated gazetteer of VC55 botanical localities.

Herbaria

· The herbarium formerly maintained by Leicestershire Museums, Art Galleries and Records Services (LSR) is now held by Leicester City Museums Service, at the New Walk Museum. Little has been added to it in recent years.

· The University of Leicester Botany Department also maintains a herbarium (LTR).

Botanists

· A local BSBI group was started in 2008.

· Several well-established natural history societies exist, two of which publish records in their journals (Loughborough Naturalists’ Club and Rutland Natural History Society).

· There are currently few active field botanists in the VC.

· The BSBI Recorder maintains a list of recorders, with brief biographies of those botanists who have contributed substantially to recording in VC55.
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