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JOAN E. DUNCAN, BSc, MBE
(1916 – 2012)

Joan was a founder member of the Wharfedale
Naturalists’ Society.  This society still flour-
ishes, with a membership of over 500.  She
was interested in wildlife in general, but
botany was her main love and she was an
excellent field botanist, with the gift of enthus-
ing others.  She became a member of the BSBI
in 1953.

Joan was an active member and became
President of both the Yorkshire Naturalists’
Trust (now the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust) and

the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union.  She was
awarded the MBE in 2001 for services to
wildlife conservation in Yorkshire, partly for
her work in Grass Wood YWT Reserve,
beginning when the Trust managed small
areas of the wood, to the acquisition of the
whole wood in 1983.  Joan chaired the Grass
Wood Committee until 1993.

NICHOLA VERNON


