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Report of the BSBI County Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New finds in 2010. Clockwise from top, left: Consolida ajacis in a cereal field; Nonea lutea in 
Shrewsbury; Securigera varia by the Severn at Dowles; Cardamine corymbosa on a roadside in 
Beckbury; and Centaurea cyanus in a field of rape at Lower Faintree. 
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The purpose of this annual update is to let people know what is happening botanically in Shropshire, 
without all the effort of producing a full-scale newsletter. My ambition is to focus on production of 
the new Flora, which is very time-consuming, but as county recorder I also need to report on progress 
to the key contributors. This short report is sent to people who are actively helping, and it will be 
made available via the BSBI web site to anyone else who is interested. 

It is important to have plenty of contributors to the Flora project because it would be impossible for 
anyone – or any small group – to be everywhere in the county simultaneously. Our contributors range 
from members of the public who spot something interesting, to experienced botanists who send in 
interesting records, to keen recorders who send in serious numbers of records. We value them all, and 
it is one of the most important roles of a county recorder to faithfully record and acknowledge such 
contributions. There has been another bumper crop of interesting finds this year, the most significant 
of which (mostly first county records) are reported below. 

Apart from fieldwork, the main activities at the moment include writing species accounts, 
computerising Hamilton’s Flora of 1909 (all 1,947 pages of it!), and re-working the B cards from 
Sinker’s Flora to convert as many as possible of the records to monads (1km squares). 

Just in case you are wondering about unfamiliar plant names, we have now switched to Stace edition 
3 nomenclature. A new recording card is included at the end of this report. 
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Consolida ajacis (L.) Schur, Larkspur , is a 
garden plant that sometimes becomes 
established as an arable weed in the east of 
England. It had not been recorded in this 
habitat in Shropshire, but this year it turned up 
in a cereal field at Lynn (SJ783157, Lockton, 
27th June 2010, BIRM), to all appearances a 
crop contaminant. The last record in the 
county was in 1939, as a garden escape at 
Pont-faen Bridge, near Chirk, by E.R. Lloyd. 
 
A very rare plant in Shropshire these days is 
Ranunculus arvensis L., Corn Buttercup. 
Two hundred years ago it was too common to 
mention, but it had almost disappeared by the 
end of the 19th century and it now only appears 
sporadically from buried seed. In 1990 P.D. & 
S. Kingsbury had it come up in their garden in 
Wentnor when they dug over an old field, and 
this year it turned up at Pimhill Farm 
(SJ493211, R. Mileto, 25th June 2010) during a 
course on arable weeds led by Fiona 
Gomersall. Both plants were picked for further 
scrutiny, but hopefully it is not that rare at 
Pimhill, which is an organic farm famed for its 
rare arable weeds. 
 

Securigera varia (L.) Lassen, Crown Vetch, 
is an introduced species from the 
Mediterranean region that was recorded by the 
Severn near Bewdley between 1874 (J. Fraser) 
and 1892 (L. Kitching, BIRM), but not since 
then. However, it is still present (SO781761, 
S.J. Whild, 26th July 2010, BIRM), and may 
have been simply overlooked for a century or 
so. The site is in v.c. 40 (Salop) but in modern 
Worcestershire. 
 
Genista anglica L., Petty Whin, is a scarce 
plant that is declining nationally and locally. A 
new site was found this year at Caer-din Ring 
(SO237844) by F. Gomersall on 19th May, and 
a population at The Bog (SO351980) was 
refound by M. Race on 23rd May 2010. 
 
Cotoneaster hjelmqvistii Flinck & B. Hylmö, 
Hjelmqvist's Cotoneaster, was recorded by 
P.R. Green and A.C. Leslie on a wall at 
Onibury (SO454792, 19th June 2010); 1st 
county record. 
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Another overlooked plant is Fragaria 
moschata Miller, Hautbois Strawberry, 
recorded by Green and Leslie at Ron Hill, 
Cleobury Mortimer (SO674763, 17th June 
2010) as a garden escape. It was last recorded 
in the county in 1969 by I.R. Bonner at 
Sweeney. 
 
The hybrid willow Salix x rubra Hudson (S. 
purpurea x viminalis), Green-leaved Willow, 
was first recorded in Shropshire by M.J. 
Wigginton at The Mere, Ellesmere in 1979, 
and listed as such in Sinker’s Flora. No 
specimen is known and, uncharacteristically, 
Wigginton did not send it to R.D. Meikle for 
confirmation and did not mention it in his 
survey report. There is therefore some 
uncertainty about the record. However, it has 
now turned up on the banks of the Severn 
north of Bewdley (SO7875 & 7876, A.J. 
Lockton, 26th July 2010, BIRM), in v.c. 40 but 
in modern Worcestershire. It appears to be a 
spontaneous hybrid. 
 
Cardamine corymbosa Hook.f., New Zealand 
Bittercress, is a garden weed that has been 
spreading in Britain in recent years. It has now 
turned up in Shropshire, along a lane near a 
house in Beckbury (SJ762014, S.J. Whild, 24th 
April 2010); 1st county record. 
 
Cochlearia officinalis L., Common 
Scurvygrass, is rare along roadsides in 
Shropshire, although it is probably somewhat 
overlooked. It was recorded in a few places in 
1999, but has not been seen since then. This 
year it appeared on a road verge at Oswestry 
(SJ308285, Lockton, 22nd May 2010). 
 
Echium plantagineum L. Purple Viper’s-
bugloss, has been making a comeback in 
recent years as a contaminant of Quinoa crops, 
planted as birdseed in agricultural subsidy 
schemes. It was formerly grown on some 
country estates, presumably as a game crop, 
and is sometimes fancied to be native where it 
persists on field margins in Cornwall. It was 
recorded at Buildwas in 1910 by J.C. Jinks 
(SHY) and has now turned up at Venus Pool, 
where the Ornithological Society has planted 
seed crops to boost populations of farmland 
birds (SJ548058, J. Martin, 16th July 2010). 
 

A curious plant from the Middle East, Nonea 
lutea (Desr.) DC., Yellow Monkswort, was 
spotted growing as a weed in a community 
garden along Victoria Street in Castlefields 
(SJ479130, Whild, 16th May 2010, det. D.A. 
Pearman); 1st county record. 
 
Verbascum speciosum Schrad., Hungarian 
Mullein , is a rare casual in Britain. It was 
recorded as a garden escape at Gleedon Hill 
(SJ625013) by R.M. Stokes on 11th July 2010 
(conf. S.J. Whild); 1st county record. 
 
Yellow Bartsia, Parentucellia viscosa (L.) 
Caruel, is a plant of track sides in coastal 
heaths that is native in SW Britain, but has 
been spreading across the country in recent 
decades. It rarely persists outside its native 
range, but perhaps it is becoming more 
common. It was last recorded by the 
Montgomery Canal in the 1990s, but was 
found this year at Wood Lane Gravel Pit 
(SJ426328) by Allan Dawes on 12th August. 
 
It has been a bumper year for Centaurea 
cyanus L., Cornflower , in arable fields. 
Between 1981 and 2006 it was only recorded 
in two ‘natural’ arable weed sites, and it was 
only regularly found at Pimhill. Since then, 
though, it has started turning up in organic and 
conventional farms, and this year it was found 
at Oak Farm near Shrewsbury (SJ457123, 
K.K. Bell, 1st July 2010) in a field of wheat 
and at Lower Faintree (SO653880 & 
SO656880, Lockton, 19th July) in fields of  
rape. The reason for its resurgence is 
unknown. 
 
Gnaphalium sylvaticum L. Heath Cudweed, 
was found on a woodland ride at Dudmaston 
(SO743897) by J. Handley and J. Clayfield on 
31st July 2010. This is the first record for the 
hectad of a plant that is declining dramatically. 
 
Achillea filipendulina Lam., Fern-leaf 
Yarrow , was recorded on a sandy roadside 
verge by an arable field at Woodcote 
(SJ773154, Lockton, 27th June 2010); 1st 
county record. 
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Crocus chrysanthus (Herb.) Herb., Golden 
Crocus and C. biflorus Mill., Silvery Crocus, 
are common garden plants that have been 
planted in the Quarry, Shrewsbury (SJ485123, 
Lockton, 23rd March 2010) and are barely 
naturalised in the mown lawns. These are both 
1st county records. 
 
Gladiolus communis L., Wild Gladiolus, was 
spotted by John Langton of Brockton along a 
farm track on his land at SJ318048 on 10th 
June 2010 (conf. Lockton). There were two or 
three plants, obviously well established and 
clearly not planted, in a verge of 
Arrhenatherum elatius grassland. Although the 
plants were small and well within the range of 
G. illyricus Koch for most characters, the 
leaves were wide (2 cm) and the plants are 
probably derived from cultivated stock, via 
seed scattered by animals. 
 
Crocosmia paniculata (Klatt) Goldblatt, Aunt-
Eliza, was recorded by Green & Leslie on a 

road verge in Cleobury Mortimer (SO674764, 
17th June 2010), where it had escaped from a 
nearby garden; 1st county record. 
 
Allium roseum L., Rosy Garlic, was found by 
Green on a road verge at Goat Hill 
(SO419790, 19th June 2010); 1st county record. 
 
Tristagma uniflorum (Lindl.) Traub, Spring 
Starflower. A small patch naturalised by the 
old bridge at Atcham, SJ549093, Stokes, 11th 
April 2010, conf. Whild, BIRM; 1st county 
record. 
 
Scilla forbesii (Baker) Speta, Glory-of-the-
snow. Naturalised in woodland near Venus 
Pool, SJ548060, 1st April 2010, Stokes; 1st 
county record. S. luciliae (Boiss.) Speta, 
Lesser Glory-of-the-snow, planted but now 
naturalised in The Quarry, Shrewsbury, 
SJ488121 (with S. forbesii), Whild & Lockton, 
7th April 2010; 1st (and 2nd) county record.
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The following people have sent in records this year.�

Recorder no. recs 
Bell, Mr K.K. 16 
Bingham, Mr J. 260 
Bingham, Ms J. 1 
Box, Dr J.D. 3 
Cartwright, Miss S. 120 
Clayfield, Mr J. 2 
Critchley, Ms H. 2 
Dale, Mrs E. 1 
Dawes, Mr A.P. 4 
Dawes, Mrs R.A. 141 
Denholm, Dr I.A. 1 
Diack, Mr I. 60 
Dodd, Mr S. 182 
Fox, Dr L.A. 353 
Garrington, Ms S. 93 
Godfrey, Sqn Ldr M.F. 67 
Gomersall, Ms F. 6 
Green, Mr P.R. 5024 
Green, Mrs P.G. 118 
Guest, Dr L.B. 2 
Handley, Mr J. 361 
Hoare, Mr M.G. 4 
Hosie, Dr C. 1

Iremonger, Mr R. 1 
Kay, Mr G.M. 1 
Knowle, Ms B. 8 
Lane, Mr S. 1 
Laney, Mr B.J. 14 
Langton, Mr J. 1 
Leonard, Mrs M. 117 
Leslie, Dr A.C. 1864 
Lockton, Mr A.J. 11480 
Martin, Mr J. 1 
Meade, Ms R. 1 
Mileto, Mr R. 6 
Morgan, Mr S. 1 
Morris, Dr J. 166 
Newton, Ms C. 2 
O'Donnell, Dr S. 260 
Peyton, Ms J. 182 
Phillips, Mrs E. 84 
Race, Mr M. 1 
Ramsbotham, Mrs J. 9 
Spence, Mrs S. 353 
Stokes, Mr R.M. 5 
Stribley, Mr M.J. 6 
Swindells, Mrs S. 124 

Tanner, Mr I. 1 
Thompson, Mr I.S. 93 
Thompson, Mrs J. 94 
Thorne, Dr A.K. 3 
Thorne, Mr R.G. 2 
Thornes, Mrs R. 2 
Tudor, Ms G. 3 
Uff, Dr C. 1 
Whild, Dr S.J. 3085 
Wilson, Ms G. 2 
Wrench, Mr D.H. 45 
Wysome, Mrs P.J. 22
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Our main ambition over the last couple of years has been to even up the coverage of the county, as 
there were many tetrads with hardly any records ever. This has now been accomplished, using the 
rather arbitrary criterion of having at least 100 species recorded in each entire tetrad (NB there are a 
few squares on the map below for which we are still awaiting records). We have been assisted in this 
task by paid surveyors who have bashed a lot of squares in the south of the county (and we’re very 
grateful to Natural England and SEDN for funding this). 
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There are 991 tetrads in v.c. 40 and, although recording for Sinker’s Flora was very thorough, no 
common (or ‘A’) species other than holly were recorded at tetrad level or finer, so this is why we are 
concentrating on evening out recording of all species in all tetrads. 

The next step to decide what else needs to be done before the Flora is ready to be published. The 
species accounts are being written, but the maps won’t be generated until later on, so records can still 
be accumulated.  Some of the squares could certainly use more work. Below, left, is a map of Carex 
flacca using 1 km squares, rather than the tetrads that were used in Sinker’s Flora. Technically 
speaking, some of these dots are actually tetrads, with the dot displayed in the bottom, left-hand 
square of the tetrad. But only a minority, and we wonder whether the inaccuracy this produces is 
offset by the advantages of a more interesting map. 

An alternative approach would be to have size-scaled dots proportional to the age of the records. With 
5 complete county Floras to work from (Williams 1800, Leighton 1841, Hamilton 1909 and Sinker 
1985), we have a long time-series to work with. 
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Over the next year or so the plan is to concentrate on writing species accounts, but there is still plenty 
of time for people to contribute records and other information. Many squares, especially partial ones 
on the edge of the county, have few records and some have never been surveyed at all. Also, 
information about particular species can be useful. 

On the theme of recorders, we would like to know about people who recorded for either Sinker’s 
Flora or the new one. The list below shows some of the people we do not know much about, but there 
are a lot more for who we would like to have biographies. 
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Windmill Hill, in Much 
Wenlock (SJ625008), seems 
to have been completely 
overlooked by botanists in 
Shropshire until 1988, when 
Dorothy Wood reported 
Dropwort, Filipendula 
vulgaris, there. There is no 
dot for it in that hectad in 
Sinker’s Flora, so this was a 
nice new find. 

In 2003 Rob Stokes reported 
Deadly Nightshade, Atropa 
belladonna, there as well. This was the only known site for both these species in the county, so we 
had to take a look, and in the last few years many people have visited and recorded the hill on 
numerous occasions. It turns out to be a fine stand of limestone grassland, with CG2 Avenula 
pubescens and MG5c Galium verum grassland grading into MG1e Arrhenatherum elatius grassland 
and W8d Fraxinus excelsior woodland around the edges. Both Dropwort and Deadly Nightshade are 

indeed present, along with various other 
uncommon plants. The hill is managed for 
recreation by the Windmill Hill Preservation 
Trust, and it is completely open to the public. 

In recent years 42 species of axiophyte have been 
recorded there, which takes the site well into the 
range of Wildlife Sites and close to being SSSI 
quality. It is arguably the best limestone grassland 
in Shropshire, if you don’t count quarries, where 
the vegetation is much less natural than in an 
ancient sward like this. 

The main problem for Windmill Hill is the lack of 
grazing. The management in the last few years 
has primarily been rabbit grazing, and Defra has 
required the Windmill Hill Preservation Trust to 
control ragwort and other weeds on the site. 
Unfortunately, the ragwort there is not all 

Common Ragwort, Senecio jacobaea, but also Hoary Ragwort, S. erucifolius, which is a desirable 
plant to have in calcareous grassland. The thistles there included Woolly Thistle, Cirsium eriophorum, 
and Carline Thistle, Carlina vulgaris, both of which seem to have been eradicated by spraying. This is 
an unfortunate case of good intentions by conservation agencies causing more harm than good. 
Important sites such as this need attention and detailed plans – general guidance about weed control is 
not sufficiently helpful. 
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Windmill Hill is now a Wildlife Site and it should, really, be designated a SSSI and given a proper 
management plan. If you are looking for good quality grassland in Shropshire, it is well worth a visit. 
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Agrimonia procera Fragrant Agrimony 
Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid 
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone 
Aphanes australis Slender Parsley-piert 
Avenula pubescens Downy Oat-grass 
Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort 
Briza media Quaking-grass 
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome 
B. ramosa Hairy Brome 
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower 
Carex caryophyllea Spring Sedge 
C. spicata Spiked Sedge 
C. sylvatica Wood-sedge 
Carlina vulgaris Carline Thistle 
Catapodium rigidum Fern-grass 
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed 
Cirsium eriophorum Woolly Thistle 
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil 
Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel 
Echium vulgare Viper's Bugloss 
Euphrasia nemorosa Eyebright 
Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort 
Genista tinctoria Dyer's Greenweed 
Geranium sanguineum Bloody Crane's-bill 
Helleborus viridis Green Hellebore 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 
Inula conyzae Ploughman's-spikenard 
Leontodon saxatilis Lesser Hawkbit 
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax 
Ononis repens Common Restharrow 
Orchis mascula Early-purple Orchid 
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage 
Plantago media Hoary Plantain 
Platanthera chlorantha Greater Butterfly-orchid 
Poterium sanguisorba Salad Burnet 
Sanicula europaea Sanicle 
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort 
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil 
T. micranthum Slender Trefoil 
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass 
Veronica montana Wood Speedwell 
Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet 
 
 
 
 

Sarah Whild & Alex Lockton, 66 North Street, Shrewsbury, SY1 2JL 
�

�

"@AA111&�!��&�	*&��A!�	�"!��	�&�
��  

�����������	����� �


