Viola canina (Heath Dog-violet) in Banffshire (v@4)

Nationally,V. canina(Heath Dog-violet) is a widespread but declinipgses. It

was recorded from 569 hectads in GB in the per@g®F71- 1999, with a change index
of —0.87 (Preston et al 2002), and is classifieNe&ar Threatene@Cheffings and

Farrell 2005). It is the least common of the thriedets native to Banffshire,

recorded from 11 tetrads in 8 hectads in the pet80 — 2009 (Amphlett 2010). See
map below:
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Tetrad distribution o¥iola caninain Banffshire. Tetrads with records for the pdri®80 — 2009 are in black, pre-1980 in blue.
Relief shading is at 50 m intervals up to 200 m A@i2n at 100m intervals. Areas above 500 m AGBirablue, and above
900 min pink (Digital Map Data Copyright © Bartbatew 2007). The vice-county boundary is shownlalaek line (© All
rights reserved. National Biodiversity Network Trasd Crown Copyright 2003).

Vegetative plants are present from April to
October (Poland & Clement 2009),
flowering from the end of April, several
weeks later, though overlapping wit,
riviniana. V. caninahas sky or cobalt-blue
flowers, with no (or little) hint of violet
which the flowers oV. rivinianaCommon
Dog-violet have. Once learnt, thaslour is
distinctive. The spur is yellowish.




Leaves are triangular, noticeably longer than watightly fleshy, and usually hairless
(see photo below). All the leaves grow from stehag £nd in a flower — there is no
rosette of leaves at the base of the plant.

In contrastV. rivinianahas thin, heart-shaped leaves, about as long a&s(aidust a
little longer). Its leaves are often slightly lyad a rosette of basal leaves is present.
Flower colour varies from dark to pale violet-blaad the spur is whitish or pale
violet, but can be yellowish.

Field work over the last 10 years indicates Mataninais a genuinely scarce plant in
the county, with records from 7 tetrads. All red®for the period 1980 — 2009 are
summarised in Table 1 below/. caninashould be looked for in close-cropped
grassland, eg. near the coast, on track-sideshardshingle, & in seasonally wet
hollows and loch margins. It is also recorded fishmart-cropped calcareous
grassland.

Andy Amphlett
7" March 2010
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Table 1. Viola caninarecords from v.c. 94, 1980 — 2009.




